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Discovering Family History  Ideas for Non-Conformist Research with Jackie Depelle 

Mentioned in talk Focus / Use it for:- 

The Dictionary of Genealogy Terrick Fitzhugh : Source explanation and more 

Maps eg National Library of Scotland Not in Anglican Registers – what else in the area? 

County Archive Research Guides Holdings and often key dates list 

Hardwick’s Marriage Act Quakers and Jews exempt 

Non-Conformist Records online Ancestry card catalogue : findmypast A-Z 

Note reference numbers - cross check Non-Conformist deposits The National Archives  

Registers different Extra details eg sponsor / Godparent / Cradle Roll 

Anglican burial ground People not necessarily C of E 

Marriage by Licence May be clue to Nonconformity, follow up 

Local History eg Wesley visiting the area, 1st meeting house 

Google street view Proximity to Churches 

Burial ground, cemetery Consecrated and general ie all but C of E 

Quarter sessions Licensing of premises for meetings 

Parish Registers May record births / deaths not baptisms / burials 

Jesuit gravestones, Quaker graves Feast days / Numeric months 

Marriage Certificate Church denomination 

Alan Godfrey Maps Internal layout of church inc Minister’s table 

Church diaries What’s what, Who’s who, pew rents + 

Localised and / or national material Perhaps in archive + University Special Collections 

1851 Religious Survey : HO 129 Digital micro-film free download from TNA 

Archive.org Out of copyright publications 

Local geography Leanings of Landowner 

www.genuki.org.uk Volunteer transcriptions / backgrounds 

Trade Directories Denominations in area, bulk Ancestry 

Newspapers The British Newspaper Archive mirrors findmypast 

 Family Announcements, Obituaries, Trustees 

British Library Boston Spa, Yorkshire 80% BL material inc non-digital newspapers 48hrs 

Google searching quotation marks = phrase eg “Thomas Smith” 

Methodist Heritage websites Pieces on people and Minsters, add yours 

Education, Schools, Children’s Homes Denomination specific = travel, migration 

Religious training Where? 

Buildings Specific style tendencies, Manse, Vicarage, Lodge 

Pamphlets Celebrations and anniversaries 

Distinctive elements Dress, symbols, services 

e-bay Memorabilia 

Missionaries Books, websites, atlases, narrative accounts 

The Gazettee Announcements inc building marriage approved 

Church properties Deeds especially Yorkshire, Middlesex, Dublin 

Persecution Hidden churches, records, lists of 

Publications My Ancestor was … Family History Federation 

Archives Documents and just perhaps artefacts 
National Register of Parish Registers What’s where both C of E and Nonconformist 

Theology, Denomination background Own Church’s website, Wikipedia 

  

  
 


